


80

6

7
12

13

15
16

18

27

28

30

33

40

47

Proposed Department CBL Amendment CBL 25-01 48

CBL Amendments 49
51

80

81

83

84
85

Service Foundation Report 86

District 87

94

February SEC Business Meeting Minutes 123

156

161





























AMVETS
(American Veterans) 
Department of Florida

Commander Ferguson, Fellow AMVETS,

First, I hope everyone had a great Memorial Day and honored those that gave the ultimate 
sacrifice to ensure we live on the greatest country on earth.

As most of you know, PDC Horace Johnson and now National Commander is battling 
cancer as is numerous of our fellow veterans. Let us keep all of them in our thoughts and 
prayers. If you made it to the Memorial Service on Friday, you seen we lost a lot of Amvets 
angels this past year. Let keep their loved ones in our thoughts and prayers also.

Please enjoy yourself and learn from the various training sessions the Department has 
scheduled on Saturday. We put these training sessions on for your benefit so please 
participate in them.

As I stated before, the documents for the SECs and Convention will be posted on our 
website to download prior to the event. One note on the October 2025 SEC, it reflected the 
wrong date, it will be the last week in October, the new dates are posted on the website.
Another note, I will be negotiating the number of guaranteed room nights going forward 
on the contract with the Rosen. As may of you know, rooms were scarce for this 
Convention however, we did get our allotment per the contract and a lot more. Hopefully I
can get the contract amended so we do not have to go through what we had to go through 
with huge waiting lists and staying at other hotels in the future. The negotiation increases 
will be reflected on our events page after the Convention.

I want to address the Post validations we are going through right now. According to our 
Bylaws, this needs to be done immediately after your elections and by the 21st of May. I am 
writing this report on 12 June and only about half of our 68 Posts have properly validated. 
I know the Commander will be talking about this also but we need to be better than this.
We talked about this at the October and February SECs, I sent emails to all the Posts, and 
we still might have Posts that might not be able to vote because they could not get this done. 
We hate to be a stickler on this, but we have had 7 Posts that had their 501C19 Non-Profit 
revoked for not filing 990 tax returns for three consecutive years. This is unacceptable.
Once this happens, it going to cost you to get re-instated not to mention being a pain and 
hours on the phone with the IRS. This is why we are enforcing the revalidation hard this 
year because we want to ensure this don’ t happen again to any other Post. The 
Department revalidation sheet also has the required documents all Posts must provide the 
Department and appropriate details. You are required to send me your most current 990
(first page only please), your insurance Aaccord25, and your corporate document from



Sunbiz. Make sure National has the current Accord25 also, don’ t send it to me like 
numerous Posts have done. The National Accord25 needs to go to National via email, do 
not send paper copies. Save your postage, send it to www.membersupport@AMVETS.org.
FYI, National is now at their new address in Washington, PA so make sure this is reflected 
in your next Accord25 update. The address in reflected on the National website at the 
bottom of the home page and I sent the correct addresses out to all the Posts. Your Articles 
of Incorporation must also be done each year right after the election. The due date is 31 
March for the state of Florida but don’ t file them until after the election is complete. Don’ t 
do it twice, and do not pay twice. Exempt veterans’ organizations are exempt from the
$400.00 penalty for late filing so don’ t worry about the penalty part. I reported to the 
Commander and Credentials Committee the Posts that did not revalidate. I worked with 
the Posts right up to the Convention to try and make sure they have a voice and a vote 
during the Convention but if the Post didn’ t get it done it's on them. If you have any 
questions on any of these requirements, please feel free to call me.

Lastly, make sure you follow the chain of command. Don’ t start with National without 
going through your Department, they will send you back to us first. We are here to help 
and guide. We want every Post to be self-sufficient and successful. If you need help or 
training in between the SECs, reach out to us anytime and involve your District 
Commanders. Make good use of the training the Department provides on your behalf and 
I wish everyone an awesome Convention.

Have a great Convention, learn, communicate, and have some fun.

Richard McKern, Executive Director 
Department of Florida 









 



 



 





 



 














































































































